2)  Date of Incident:           2009-01-16      

Employer(s):                    WEST FRASER MILLS LTD.  

Region:                         53-85           

Type of Occurrence:             Caught in or between equipment or object 

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT 

A worker was releasing tension on the v-belt drive on the 12-31 edger unscrambler.  The worker struck the belt with a hammer which partly
released it.  When the worker put a hand on the belt to "nudge" it, the rest of the energy released, taking his right hand around the pulley.
The power had been shut off. 
Occupation: TWIN SAW TAILER 
 Gender: Male 
Age: 34 
Injury Description: CUT OFF TIP OF RING FINGER ON RIGHT HAND FIRST JOINT. 
Job Experience: 1 year, 2 months 
Job Experience at Employer: 14 years 
V Belt Policy
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V-belt drives amputate fingers

75% of injuries & amputations studied involving V-belts were related to the V-belts unexpectedly reversing.

Workers hands get caught in V-belt pulleys when they were related to the V-belts unexpectedly reversing.
In a typical jam, the motor stops because the V-belt has overloaded or slipped.  The worker then shuts off, locks out the power, and grabs the belt to release the jammed machine or conveyor.  Because the drive may have a reduction ratio of about 20:1, a 5 cm reversal of bound-up conveyor chain will cause the V-belt to suddenly reverse 100 cm.  The worker can’t let go of the belt in time and his or her hand is pulled between the belt and the pulley.

To Prevent Similar Accidents
1) Reverse the motor, if possible.

2) Never attempt to release tension in a jammed machine or conveyor by grabbing the V-belt with your hand.  Often striking the belts with a stick with cause the reduction gear to reverse.

3) Contact Maintenance Personnel or a Supervisor.
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Position
